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*. Ngugi Wa Thiong’o. “Literature in Schools.”

In Writers in Politics. 34-41 (London: Heinemann
Educational Books Ltd, 1981).

Ngugi Wa Thiong’o, Professor in Comparative Lit-
erature at the University if California, Irvine.

1. This is a slightly revised article which appeared in
The Weekly Review, 1976 as part of the fierce debate
which erupted in Kenya’s press after a working
committee appointed by the conference of teachers
of litera—ture, Nairobi School, 197 3 to re-examine
the literature syllabus in schools, released its findings
and recommendations in a document entitled: Teach-
ing of Literature in Kenya’s SecondarySchools.

2. Edmund Waller, ‘Go Lovely Rose!’, in Read and
Dobree, TheLondon

Book of English Verse.

3. Robert Herrick, ‘Argument of HisBook’.

4. Robert Herrick, ‘Daffodils’, in Read and Dobree,
op.cit.

5. T. S. Eliot, ‘The Love Song of Alfred Prufrock’,
The Complete Poems and Plays of T. S. Eliot (Faber,
London, 1969), p.13.

6. Okotp’Bitek, Song of Ocol(EAPH, Nairobi, 1970),
p.22.

7. The Autobiography of MalcolmX.

8. AimeCesaire, Return to My Native Land (Penguin,
Haemondsworth, 1969), p.85.
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