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Notes
I For a modernist interpretation of Iranian national
identity, see Vaziri (1989). For an opposing,

‘primordialist’ or ‘perennial’ approach to Iranian
national identity, see Gnoli (1989).

2 On the modernity of political Islam in Iran and
in other countries in the region, see e.g. Zubaida
(1989, 1997); Abrdhamian (1994); Riesebrodt
(1993); Halliday (1996: 42-75). See also Ram (1
996).

3 On education in the Pdhlavi era see e.g. Arasteh
(1969); Banani (1961); Eilers (1978). The most
recent and most comprehensive study of educa-
tion under the Pahlavi regime is Menashri (1992).
On education in the IRI, see note 5 below.

4 A rare and notable exception is Higgins and
Shoar-Ghaffari (1995). The study compares pre-
and post-revolutionary elementary school text-
books with the view to evaluating Severdl aspects
of their portrayal of Iranian identity.

5 For further reading on education in the IRI and
the role of education in the regime’s
(1989); Haghayeghi (1993); Menashri (1992,
e~pecially the Epilogue); Higgins and Shoar-
Ghaffari (1 994, 1995); Ferdows ( 1992); Nafisi
(1994).

6 On the nineteenth- and early twentieth-century
forerunners of the Iranian nationalist narrative,
see Tavakoli-Targhi (1990); Kia (1995); Bayat-
Philipp (1974); Bayat (1982).

7 Part and parcel of the project of hammering in
the impression of a continuity of both nationhood
and monarchy was the Pahlavis’ construction
of a symbolic framework by means of which to
make meaningful the essential link between the
pre- and post-Islamic periods. Some prominent
examples of this included Reza Shah’s announce-
ment in 1935 that, since Iran was the ‘cradle of
the Aryans’, the name ‘Iran’ would henceforth
replace ‘Persia’; and Muhammad Reza Shah’s
self-coronation and the elaborate 2,500-anniver-
sary celebration of the Iranian monarchy in 1969
and 1972, respectively. A more blatant example
was the shah’s announce- ment in 1976 of a
change in the official Iranian calendar: the year
would henceforth begin not with the migration of
the Prophet, but, instead, with the presumed date

v
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into ‘peoples’ and ‘petty states’ placing in each
of them an ‘agent of their own’ to safeguard

the powers’ economic and political interests.

He called upon all Muslims to unite in order to
withstand successfully this imperialist onslaught;
only through unity, he argued, will the Muslims
be able ‘to crush the human and tyrannical gods
and idols that plunder the world’. See Khumayni
(1979: 34-5).

13 Hence, Shorish (1988: 74), following an
investigation of post-revolutionary textbooks,
concluded, ‘there is never mention of pre-
Islamic Iran, which was admired very much in the
prerevolutionary books. One cannot, of course,
deny pre-Islamic Iran . . . but for the present what
matters to the Iranian revolutionaries . . . is that
their history is indistinguishable from the history
of Islam.’

14 As Mostafa Vaziri has contended (1989: 198),
the ‘popularization of Iranian identity did not
come to an end with the downfall of the Pahlavi
regime, but it began to take a different direction
with the surfacing of fundamentalist Islamic
principles’.

15 On the Islamisation of secular Iranian holidays,
including Nowruz, in the Islamic Republican
state, see Higgins and Shoar-Ghaffari (1995: 349);
Richard (1989: 33-

16 The tradition of monarchical continuity,
however, is manifestly absent in the post- revolu-
tionary narrative, owing, of course, to the Islamic
revolution’s rejection of monarchy as alien to
Islam. On Khomeini’s views on monarchy and
legitimate political rule in Islam see, e.g. Akhavi
(1980: 163-71); Enayat (1983); Rajaee (1983). 17
I will return to this point in the Conclusion.

17 For similar expressions, see Fursi (1 368
(1989): 44-5.

References

Abrahamian, Ervand. 1994. Khomeinistn: Essays
on the Islumic Republic of Iran. Los Angeles:
Akhavi, Shahrough 1980. Religion und Politics in
Contemporary Irun: Clergy-State Relations in
Algar, Hamid. 1994. ‘Review of Mostafa Vaziri,
Trun us Imugined Nution’, Confemporury
Anderson, Benedict. 1991. Imagined Communi-
ties: Refections of the Origin und Spread of
Anvari, Hasan. 1350 (1971). Fursi. Fifth grade of
primary school. Tehran: Vezarat-e Amuzesh
Anvari, Hasan. 1360 (1981). Fursi. Fourth grade

BREE VY s o posss 5 ot o 0 OA 5 0 sl

of the establishment of the Achaemenid dynasty.
Muhammad Reza Shah’s adoption of the honorific
title Aryumehr, ‘the Light of the Aryan Race,’
was also intended to illuminate the continuity of
Iranian nationhood with monarchy as its axis. For
these and other symbolic formulations during the
Pahlavi era see Ghods (1991: 34-5); Lewis (1975:
101); Chehabi (1993: 223-6); Tavakoli-Targhi
(1988: 112); Wilber (1981: 127); Matthee (1993:
326); Cottam (1978: 328).

8 Published in 1980, Tu’rikh-e Honur-¢ Iran,
which is referred to here, ostensibly belongs to
the Islamic republican era. Yet this textbook was
originally written and published in the Pahlavi
era, and was included in the Pahlavi school
curriculum. It is therefore representative of the
Pahlavi historical memory and not that of the
Islamic Republic. Indeed, though it was briefly
used by the emerging Islamic Republic in 1980, it
was soon abolished or simply removed from the
shelves once the revision of textbooks had been
completed and original, revolutionary textbooks
supplanted pre-revolutionary ones.

9 For similar representations of Iranian history

in Pahlavi textbooks see, Tu’rikh-e Lebus (I 353
(1974): 69); Anvari and Javadi (2537a (1978a):
131 -4); Ketub-e Sevvom-e Dabesfun (1 342
(1963): 11 1).

10 The ‘Banner of Kaveh’ refers to a legendary
smith (Kaveh), who, having made a banner of his
old apron, led the Iranians against the tyrant king
Zahhak, defeated him, and seated Fereydun on his
throne. The story is narrated in the Shuhnumeh of
Ferdowsi.

11 For similar themes, see Farshidvared and Givi
(2536 (1977): 101-2).

12 Indeed, Ayatollah Khomeini’s writings and
declarations since the late 1960s were marked

by pan-Islamic motifs calling for the realisation
of Islamic unity - both political and moral - that
would obliterate prior national, ‘artificial’ divi-
sions among contemporary Muslim societies. In
his programmatic book veluyuf-ef uqih (‘The
Governance of the Jurist’), which is considered
one of the major ideological pillars of the Islamic
Revolution, Khomeini defined nationalism as an
imperialist plot designed to sow discord among
Muslims thereby advancing Western exploitation
of ‘the abode of Islam’. He claimed that in the
wake of World War I ‘imperialist powers’ divided
the ‘Islamic homeland’ (i.e. the Ottoman Empire)

SaYanss sal s (S5



va-Parvaresh.

Amuzesh va-Parvaresh.

guidance cycle. Tehran: Vezarat-e Amuzesh va-
Parvaresh.

guidance cycle. Tehran: Vezarat-e Amuzesh va-
Parvaresh.

high school. Tehran: Vezarat-e Amuzesh va-
Parvaresh.

George Lenczowski (ed.), Irun Under the Puh-
luvis. Stanford, CA: Hoover In Endyat, Hamid.
1983. ‘Iran: Khumayni’s concept of the “Guardi-
anship of the Jurisconsult™, in

Farshidvared, Khosrow and Hasan Ahmadi Givi.
2536 (1977). Farsi. Third grade of high

Farsi. 1368 (1989). Fifth grade of primary
school. Tehran: Vezarat-e Amuzesh va-Parvaresh.
Farsoun, Samih K. and Mehrdad Mashayekhi.
1994. ‘Introduction: Iran’s political culture’, in
Samih K. Farsoun and Mehrdad Mashayekhi
(eds.), Iran: Politicul Culture in the Islamic
Republic. London and New York: Routledge.
Felski, Rita. 1995. The Gender of Modernity.
Cambridge, MA, and London: Harvard University
Press. Ferdows, Adele. 1994. ‘Gender roles in
Iranian school textbooks’, in Samih. K. Farsoun
and Mehrdad Mashayekh (eds.), Iran: Political
Culture in the Islamic Republic. London and New
York: Routledge. Ghods, M. Reza. 1991.‘Iranian
nationalism and Reza Shah’, Middle Eustern
Studies 27, I : 35-45. Gnoli, Gherardo. 1989.

The Ideu oflran: An Essay on its Origin. Rome:
Instituto Italian0 per il Medino ed Estremo
Oriente. Haghayeghi, Mehrad. 1993. ‘Politics and
ideology in the Islamic Republic of Iran’, Middle
Eustern Stuclies 29: 36-52. Halliday, Fred. 1996.
Islum and the Myth of Confrontation: Religion
and Politics in the Middle East. London and New
York: I. B. Tauris. Higgins, Patricia J. and Pirouz
Shoar-Ghaffari. 1994. “Women’s education in the
Islamic Republic of Iran’, in Mahnaz Afkhami
and Erika Friedl (eds.), In the Eye of the Storm:
Women in Post-revoutionury Iran. London and
New York: I. B. Tauris. Higgins, Patricia J. and
Pirouz Shoar-Ghaffari. 1995. ‘Changing percep-
tions of Iranian identity in elementary textoooks’,
in Elizabeth Warnock Fernea (ed.), Children in the
Muslim Middle East. Austin, TX: University of
Texas Press.

J. Piscatori (ed.), Islam in the Political Process.
New York: Cambridge University Press.

school. Tehran: Vezarat-e Amuzesh va-Parvaresh.
Hobsbawm, Eric. 1997. On History. New York:

of primary school. Tehran: Vezarat-¢

Anvari, Hasan and Hasan Sadr Hajj Seyyed
Javadi. 2537a (1978a). Fursi. First grade of
Anvari, Hasan and Hasan Sadr Hajj Seyyed Ja-
vadi. 2537b (1978b). Fursi. Second grade of the
Anvari, Hasan, Rasul Shayasteh and Hasan Ah-
madi Kivi. 2536 (1977). Fursi. Fourth grade of
Arasteh, Reza. 1969. Eclucution und Sod Awuke-
ning in Irun, 1850-1968. Leiden: E. J. Brill.
Arjomand, Said Amir. 1988. The Turbun for the
Crown: The Islumic Revolution in Irun. New York
and Oxford: Oxford University Press. Ashraf,
Ahmad. 1993. ‘The crisis of national and ethnic
identities in contemporary Iran’, Iruniun Studies
24, 1-2 (Winter-Spring). Banani, Amin. 1961 .The
Modernization of” Irun, 1921-1941. Stanford, CA:
Stanford University Press. Bayat, Mangol. 1982.
Mysticism und Dissent: Socioreligious Thought
in Qujur Irun. Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University
Press. Bayat-Philipp, Mangol. 1974. ‘The con-
cepts of religion and government in the thought
of Mirza Aqa Khan Kirmani, a nineteenth-century
Persian revolutionary’, Internutionul Journal

of Middle East Studies 5: 38 1-400. Beeman,
William 0. 1983. ‘Images of the Great Satan:
representations of the United States in the Iranian
Revolution’, in Nikki R. Keddie (ed.), Religion
and Politics in Irun: Shi’ism from Quietism to
Revolution. New Haven, CT and London: Yale
University Press. Chatterjee, Partha. 1993. The
Nution unrl its Frugments: Coloniul and Postcolo-
nid Histories. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University
Press. Chehabi, Houchang E. 1993. ‘Staging the
emperor’s new clothes: dress and nation-building
under Reza Shah’, Tranian Studies 26, 3--4:
209-29. Cottam, Richard W. 1979. Nutionulism
in Iran. (Updated through 1978). Pittsburgh, PA:
Pittsburgh University Press. Dabashi, Hamid.
1993. Theology of Discontent: The Ideologicul
Founciution of the Islumic Revolution in Iran.
New York and London: New York University
Press. Dunesh Ejtemu‘i. 1365 (1986). Tehran:
Vezarat-e Amuzesh va-Parvaresh. Eilers, Wil-
helm. 1978. ‘Education and cultural development
in Iran during the Pahlavi era’, in

University of California Press.

the Puhluvi Era Albany: State University of New
York Press.

Sociology 23, 1 : 259.

Nutionulism, revised edn. London and New York:
Verso.

VY b o poggs 5 o o 0 OA 0165 0 dcenlis - Sa¥anss sl ISs S5 l658




and the “other” in revolutionary Iran’, History and
Memory 8, I: 67-87. Richard, Yann. 1989. ‘The
relevance of “Nationalism” in contemporary Iran’,
Middle Eust Review 21, 4: 27-36. Riesebrodt,
Martin. 1993. Pious Pussion: The Emergence of
hloriern Fundumentulism in the United Stutes
rind Irun. Translated from the German by Don
Reneau. Los Angeles: University of Califor-

nia Press. Shorish, Mobin. 1988. ‘The Islamic
Revolution and education in Iran’, Cotnpurutiie
Erhrcation Review 32, 1: 58-75. Skocpol, Theda.
1979. Stutes and Sociul Revoutions. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press. Smith, Anthony.
1986. The Ethnic Origins of Nutions. London:
Blackwell. Sobhe, Khosrow. 1982. ‘Education

in revolution: is Iran duplicating the Chinese
Cultural

Tu‘limut-e Ejtemu‘i. 1365 (1986). Fifth grade of
primary school. Tehran: Vezarat-e Amuzesh va-
Tu’rikh-e Honur Irun. 1359 (1980). First grade of
high school. Tehran: Vezarat-e Amuzesh va-
Tu‘rikh-e Irun uz-Puyun-e Shah-in-Shahi-ye Sus-
suniyan tu-Puyun-e Sulsuleh-ye Zundiyun. 2537
Tu‘rikh-e Lebus. 1353 (1974). Tehran: Vczarat-e
Amuzesh va-Parvaresh. Tu’rikh-e Mo‘user-e Irun.
1365 (1986). Third grade of high school. Tehran:
Vezarat-e Amuzesh va-Parvaresh. Tu’rikh Yek.
2537 (1978). Second grade of general educa-
tion. Tehran: Vezarat-e Amuzesh va- Parvaresh.
Tavakoli-Targhi, Mohamad. 1988. ‘The formation
of two revolutionary discourses in modern Iran:
the Constitutional Revolution of 1905- 1909 and
the Islamic Revolution of 1978- 1979°. Ph.D.
Dissertation, the University of Chicago. Tavakoli-
Targhi, Mohamad. 1990. ‘Refashioning Iran:
language and culture during the Constitutional
Revolution’, Iruniun Studies 23, T --4: 77- 101.
Trouillot, Michel-Rolph. 1995. Silencing the Pust:
Power und the Production of History. Boston:
Beacon Press. Vaziri, Mostafa. 1989. Irun us
Imuginet]l Nution: The Construction of Nutionul
Identity. New York: Paragon House. Wilber,
Donald. 1981. Irun Pust und Present. Princeton,
NIJ: Princeton University Press. Zubaida, Sami.
1989. Islum, the People, und the State. Lon-

don: Routledge. Zubaida, Sami 1997. ‘Is Iran

an Islamic state?’, in Joel Beinin and Joe Stork
(eds.), Political Islurn: Essuys from Middle Eust
Report. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of
California

The New Press. Hunter, Shireen. 1992. Iran After
Khomeini. New York: Praeger. Iman, Lyla. 1360a
(1981a). Farsi. Third grade of primary school.
Tehran: Vezarat-e Amuzesh

Iman, Lyla. 1360b (1981b). Farsi. Second grade
of primary school. Tehran: Vezarat-e Amuzesh
Katouzian, Hamayoun. 1979. ‘Nationalist trends
in Iran, 1921 - 1926°, International Journal of
Kazemi, Farhad. 1988. Politics and Culture in
Iran. Ann Arbor, MI: Center for Political

Kazemi, Farhad. 1995. ‘Models of Iranian poli-
tics, the road to the Islamic Revolution, and the
Ketab-e Sevvom-e Dabestan. 1342 (1963).
Tehran: Vezarat-e Farhang, Sazman-e Ketab.
Khanlari, Parviz Natel. (1340) 1961. Tu’rikh-e
Iran: Dowreh-ye Islami. Sixth grade of primary
Khumayni, Ruhallah Musavi. 1979. AlI-Hukumuh
al-Islumiyyuh. Beirut: Dar al-Tali‘ah. Kia, Mehr-
dad. 1995. ‘Mirza Fath Ali Akhundzade and the
call for modernization of the Islamic world’, Mid-
dle Eastern Studies 31, 3: 423-48. Lewis, Bernard.
1975. History Remembered, Recovered? Invented
Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. Matini,
Jalal. 1989. ‘The impact of the Islamic Revolu-
tion on education in Iran’, in Adnan Badran (ed.),
At the Crossroads: Erlucation in the Middle East.
New York: Paragon House. Matthee, Rudi. 1993.
‘Transforming dangerous nomads into useful
artisans, technicians, agriculturists: education in
the Reza Shah Period’. Iranian Studies 26, 3-4:

31 3-36. Mehran, Golnar. 1989. ‘Socialization of
schoolchildren in the Islamic Republic of Iran’,
Iranian Studies 22, 1: 35-50. Mehran, Golnar.
1990. ‘Ideology and education in the Islamic
Republic of Iran’, Compure 20, stitution.
Mehran, Golnar. 1991. ‘The creation of the new
Muslim woman: female education in the Islamic
Republic of Iran’, Convergence 24, 4: 42-51. Me-
nashri, David. 1992. Educution und the Muking
of Mudern Irun. Ithaca, NY and London: Cornell
University Press. Nafisi. Rasool. 1994. ‘Education
and the culture of politics in the Islamic Republic
of Iran’, in Samih. K. Farsoun and Mehrdad
Mashayekh (eds.), Irun: Politicol Culture in the
Islamic Republic. London and New York: Rout-
ledge. Nora, Pierre. 1989. ‘Between memory and
history: les lieux de memoire’, Representutiuns
26 (Spring): 7-25. Rajaee, Farhang 1983. Islutnic
Vulites und World View: Kliomeyni on Mun,

the Stute, untl Internotional Politics. New York:
University Press of America. Ram, Haggay. 1996.
‘Mythology of rage: representations of the “self”

B VY i) o posss 5 oy ol 0 DA 5 0 drlins = St ¥ansS (sl {5t S35



